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MAYOR LIGHTFOOT AND DCASE ANNOUNCE LATINO SUMMER PROGRAMMING 

Series of free movies, music, markets, dance, and theatre events kick off June 11 to celebrate 
Chicago’s Latino communities 

 
Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot and the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events 
(DCASE) today announced dozens of free cultural events this summer celebrating Chicago’s 
Latino communities, presented by the City of Chicago and its collaborators. Highlights 
include movies, music, markets, dance, and theatre in the heart of the city and in 
neighborhoods across Chicago – including, for the first time, ¡Súbelo! (turn it up), a Latino 
music celebration as part of World Music Festival Chicago.  
 
“The City of Chicago is committed to presenting cultural programs that reflect the vibrant 
diversity of Chicago, including Chicago’s Latinx communities,” said Mayor Lightfoot. “This 
series of free events represents a new, critically important effort to showcase Latinx artists 
on our stages, in our galleries, and around the city.” 
 
“Our renewed focus on Latino programming is re-energizing Maxwell Street Market, 
strengthening our Chicago SummerDance series and bringing new audiences to Taste of 
Chicago and Millennium Park – Chicago’s town square,” said DCASE Commissioner Mark 
Kelly. “Our Latino audiences are growing, thanks to world-class programming and 
collaborations with the Chicago Park District and our cultural partners.” 
 
The following event highlights are free and open to the public: 
• Millennium Park Summer Film Series – presenting Frida (with Spanish subtitles, in 

collaboration with Teatro Vista) on June 11 and Pan’s Labyrinth (in Spanish, with 
Aguijón Theater) on July 16 as part of the 2019 Year of Chicago Theatre. 
MillenniumPark.org 

• Millennium Park Summer Music Series – presenting Liniker e os Caramelows (Brazil) 
on June 17, Chucho Valdés–Jazz Batá (Cuba) on June 24, the 5th Annual Chicago 
Mariachi Festival (Mexico) in collaboration with the Mariachi Heritage Foundation on 
June 30, the 2nd Annual Mexican Indigenous Music Festival in collaboration with the 
Old Town School of Folk Music on July 21, Los Amigos Invisibles (Venezuela) on July 25, 
and México en el Corazón in collaboration with the North American Institute for 
Mexican Advancement on August 27. MillenniumPark.org  

• Millennium Park Theatre Series – featuring Aguijón Theater and eight other local 
companies, performing July through October as part of the 2019 Year of Chicago 
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Theatre. Details to come. Presented with support from Rick Bayless through Frontera 
Grill and the Bayless Family Foundation. MillenniumPark.org 

• Grant Park Music Festival – presenting Mambo Kings and the Grant Park Orchestra on 
August 7 at Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park as part of its 85th season. Grant 
Park Music Festival is presented with support from DCASE and the Chicago Park 
District. GPMF.org 

• Taste of Chicago – presenting a double bill of Bomba Estéreo (Columbia) and Cultura 
Profética (Puerto Rico) on July 11 in Grant Park. TasteofChicago.us 

• Chicago SummerDance – showcasing dozens of Latino artists and dance styles 
including Salsa, Samba, Cha-cha, Cumbia, Tango, Mambo, Bomba, Bachata and more – in 
Grant Park, Millennium Park and neighborhood parks throughout the city, June 26 
through August 24. ChicagoSummerDance.org 

• World Music Festival Chicago – presenting, for the first time, ¡Súbelo! (turn it up) – a 
Latino music celebration on September 14 at Jay Pritzker Pavilion in Millennium Park 
with Centavrvs (Mexico), Los Wemblers (Peru) and Pirulo y su Tribu (Puerto Rico). The 
citywide, multi-venue festival (September 13–29) will additionally include dozens of 
Latino artists from across the globe. WorldMusicFestivalChicago.org 

• Maxwell Street Market – offering an eclectic mix of merchandise and some of the best 
Mexican and Latino street food in Chicago on Sundays, 9am–3pm. Don’t miss artmaking 
with the National Museum of Mexican Art and Yollocalli Arts Reach on June 23 and other 
select dates through November 3 – and The Big Deal celebration on August 4. 
MaxwellStreetMarket.us 

 
“We’re proud to be partnering with Mayor Lightfoot and DCASE to showcase the beauty and 
richness of Latino art and culture right here in Chicago,” said Carlos Tortolero, President of 
the National Museum of Mexican Art. “We invite the community to bring the family to enjoy 
these free summer and fall events.” 
 
For event details, visit chicago.gov/dcase and join the conversation on Facebook at 
‘Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events’ and follow us on Twitter and Instagram 
@ChicagoDCASE. 
 
Additionally, with funding from DCASE as part of the 2019 Year of Chicago Theatre, the 
public is invited to enjoy the following ticketed event.  

 
• Chicago Latino Theater Alliance’s (CLATA) 3rd Annual DESTINOS, the Chicago 

International Latino Theater Festival – runs September 19 through October 27. With a 
focus on elevating the voices of Latino artists, CLATA was founded by a group of Latino 
cultural leaders: Myrna Salazar (Executive Director), Carlos Tortolero (National 
Museum of Mexican Art), Pepe Vargas (International Latino Cultural Center), and Carlos 
Hernandez (Puerto Rican Arts Alliance). CLATA.org 

 
Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events  
The Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE) is dedicated to enriching 
Chicago’s artistic vitality and cultural vibrancy. This includes fostering the development of 
Chicago’s non-profit arts sector, independent working artists and for-profit arts businesses; 



 

 

providing a framework to guide the City’s future cultural and economic growth, via the 
2012 Chicago Cultural Plan; marketing the City’s cultural assets to a worldwide audience; 
and presenting high-quality, free and affordable cultural programs for residents and 
visitors. 
 

### 
 


